Evidence for Prosecution,
Dr Bernard H. Spilabury
Would the natural thing be for the vomit to be lighter and
lighter as time went on?—No, it might become dark from the
presence of a large excess of bile.
And eventually do you generally get it light? In the ordinary
case, of course, vomiting will come to an end when the stomach
is empty; you have retching without any appreciable amount of
vomit?—Perhaps mucus will come up.
Is not the usual thing in vomiting that that usually becomes
lighter?—What there is will become watery in appearance.
Watery and light?—Yes.
Supposing a person is suffering from a serious bilious attack,
a bad bilious attack; is not it common to have offensive vomiting
in the early stages from that?—It might be offensive, certainly;
again It would depend partly on the nature of the food.
And partly how bilious you were, I suppose?—Yes.
There is nothing in itself, is there, in the fact of vomit being
offensive to smell at the start; I suggest it is quite an ordinary
thing to happen in a bad bilious attack?—Yes.
Ee-examined Fy the attornez-general—The twenty-four
hours I referred to as being the time that food with arsenic in it
would take to pass through the body had reference to the passage
through the body to the rectum. I include in that the liver and
the kidneys as well as the intestines, and so on. I would not
expect that all traces of arsenic had passed away from the organs
in twenty-four hours. I think I said already that the period
of three weeks would probably elapse before it disappeared from
the body.
My learned friend has been putting to you some cases in
which he suggests that there might be a poisonous dose taken and
the person live for some seven or eight days after. In the case
of a poisonous dose taken and sickness in the two or three following
days, and then a remission of the symptoms, and then further
activity afterwards, I think your answer was that you said that
in certain conditions of disease in the body that might be so ?—Yes.
But I want to understand, in answering my learned friend
on that, they are conditions you postulate on which you make
your answer?—Certainly, any pre-existing disease.
Supposing a perfectly healthy man or woman has taken a
poisonous dose, would it be possible to have, as suggested by my
learned friend, sickness for two or three days, then a remission,
and then a further activity of symptoms again where there is no
disease ?—Not a return of the vomiting, but in those two or three
days the poison would pass from the stomach down the intestines
and gradually disappear from the alimentary canal, and the
effects would pass off, and the effects then would be more from action
on the heart and kidneys.
Do you think the suggestion made by my learned friend is a
possible explanation of what happened in the case of Mrs. 'Arm-
strong on 31st February !•—Her falal illness?
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